
ART HERITAGE TRAINING SCHEDULE 

 

 

 
 

What is the Art Heritage Program?  The Art 

Heritage Program has been a valued part of Mesa County Valley School District 51 elementary schools for more than 25 

years.  Volunteers bring standards-based art history and art lessons to elementary school classrooms throughout the 

Mesa County area.  The program is coordinated through the D51 Schools Visual Arts office at the BTK Building, 596 N. 

Westgate Dr. Grand Junction, CO  81505 (970.254.5489) Website:  

https://community.d51schools.org/sites/shared/art/Pages/default.aspx 

 

What happens at an Art Heritage “Training”?  Information about the featured artist or cultural art lesson is provided.  

Volunteers view a PowerPoint presentation or DVD about the artist and have the opportunity to ask questions or share 

observations.  A suggested art project is demonstrated and volunteers get a chance to create a sample.  The art project is 

inspired by the featured art lesson.  Volunteers may choose to do the same lesson or an alternate. 

 

Are the art supplies provided for the lessons? Each school will receive a loaner box of supplies for the ‘suggested art 

project’.  The school-based coordinator will bring the box back to the school.  If a volunteer choses to do an alternative 

lesson, the materials are not provided.  When all the classrooms have received the lesson, the box of supplies is taken 

back to the BTK-Art Heritage site. 

 

How is Art Heritage funded? The program is funded through D51 Budget which provides the salaries for a part-time 

coordinator and assistant coordinator.  Art supplies and materials for more than 8000 elementary students are included.  

In addition, the generous donations from local charitable organizations, private donors, and businesses help us to ensure 

students have access to quality materials and updated art methods.  

 

How and why are featured artists chosen?  Artist and cultural art lessons are chosen based upon their contributions to 

the world of art.  Some are well-known master artists, such as Vincent van Gogh and Claude Monet.  Others are 

regionally known, such as Tony Ortega – pastel artist and children’s book illustrator.  In addition, we often present a 

cultural art lesson such as rock art of the southwest.  We strive to find a balance in the variety of art lessons we teach, 

from painters to sculptors to fiber artists. 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 12th, 9:30–11am  

Leonardo da Vinci, “Proportional People” 

Da Vinci was a painter, a sculptor, an architect, an engineer, a town planner, an inventor, a 

scientist, a writer, and a musician.  He was one of the greatest geniuses the world has ever 

known.  He lived in Italy about 500 years ago during a famous period of art and learning called 

the Renaissance, a time of new ideas and inventions.  He wanted to learn everything he could 

about the world.   

 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 10th, 9:30–11am     

Australian Aboriginal Art, Dreamtime Paintings 

Aboriginal Art has survived for over thousands of years and continues to be one 
of the oldest art forms practiced today. Aboriginal Art consists of symbols. These 
symbols were used as a means of communication; communication of their lives 

on earth, their rituals, food, customs and also to show constellations and for ritual 
decorations. These works were almost always ceremonial or religious.  

 

Training sessions are held at the D51-BTK 

Building, 596 N. Westgate Dr. (near B & H 

Sports on Patterson and 25 Road) 

Schools in the Tuesday Group include:  Dos Rios, Thunder 

Mountain, Chatfield, Taylor, Chipeta, Rocky Mountain, 

and Mesa Valley Community School, Nisley 
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Tuesday, Nov. 7th, 
9:30–11am  
Frank Mechau, Horses 
and Landscapes 
Mechau (MAY show) was a 
western slope artist who 
lived in Redstone, CO but 
worked all over the world.  

His most popular work featured horses and scenes of the West.  He received commissions to create murals for public 
buildings and was also a WWII artist who painted scenes from the war in the Pacific. 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Jan. 9th, 9:30-11am 

Claes Oldenburg, Larger than Life Sculptures 
American artist Claes Oldenburg created works of art which were a wonderful blend of reality 

and fantasy. Oldenburg's artistic success was due in part to his irreverent humor and incisive 

social commentary. He took objects from the everyday world such as typewriters, lipstick, 

and flashlight; lifted them out of their usual context; and forced viewers to reassess their 

preconceptions about the objects. 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 13th, 9:30-11am 

John James Audubon, Painted Birds 
Born over 230 years ago, Audubon made it his life’s work to paint a picture of every species of bird 

in America, traveling from Florida to Texas to northern Canada to observe wild birds and paint their 

pictures.  He painted 435 watercolors of birds.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Apr. 10th, 9:30-11am 

Vance Kirkland, Abstract dot painting on maps 
Kirkland is another Colorado native.  His work and creativity spanned most of the modern art 
movements and captured the uniqueness and essence of Colorado’s landscape and history.  
Kirkland's alchemic techniques and clever use of color showcase his avant-garde attitude and 
style.  His work, approximately 1,100 paintings, over 54 years, spanned five major periods.  In 
addition to his own painting, Kirkland was an art educator and active promoter of the arts, 
particularly 20th century art, music and furniture. 

 

 


